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i CAIFO "June 9 — The Pales-
tine Liberation Army, set up by
Arab heads of state to oppose
Isracl, will send members to
Vietnam to “fight alongisce the
Vietcong in their struggle
‘against American imperialism,”
Ats spokesman said today,

The plans woere announced to
the official Egyntian  news
agency by Ahmed - Shukairy,
hcad of the Palestine Liberation
Organization, who met. Premier
Aleksei N. Kosygin of the So-
viet” Union last month during

. the Premicr's visit to the United

Arab Republic.

. Mr. Shukairy did not say how
‘many members of the Libera-
tion Army would go to Viet-
nam or when they \\-'ovla arrive..
But he asserted that experience
there would cnable them to
“study under actusl conditions
the methods-of guerrilla war-
ifare, which .will be useful in
jthe inevitable war to liberate
Palestine.” .- : :

Peking Aids Army

 Although  the  Liberation
tArmy says- it is independent,
‘Western diplomats considered it
ito be under the control of the

is considered more of a gucer-
rilla or paramilitary force t)xan
an organized army, according
to Western military analysts.
"The army has received both
propaganda and material sup-
iport "from Communist’ Cmna,

Last montk, Mr. Shukairy
szid at a maceting of the Pales-
tine Liberation Organization in
Gaza that some Palestinian;
troops were being trained in
Comniunist Cnma. Western ob-
servers presumed that, group’
was most likely to be sent to.
Victnam. v

Mr. Shukairy declined tonight
to say whether Palestinians
would -actually fight against
Americans., E

i

Problem Could Be n.nscd

Asked if his organization had
consulted Arab L;.a(*x.c mems-
bers that had contributed to the
financing of the TPalestinian
Army, he replied, “We are an
independent organization and do.
not take orders from anyone.”

Nonetheless, even a token
presence of ihe Palestine Liber-
ation Army in Vietnam oppos-
ing the United States and South
Victnamese forces could raise
serious prodlems for Arab
states, compromising  their
claims fo nonalignment.

In practical military terms,
their presence, according to
Western military experts, is un-
likely to have any significant

cifect. Western anmysts rate

United Arab Republic mru“gh,mQ military capabilitics of the
the United Arab Command. ItjArmy as among the lowest. of

iall Avab- txoops. . !

Mr. Shukairy's announcement’
iwas apparently intended as a’
{counteraction to the disclosure:
Ithat Moshe Dayan, former Chief
jof Staff of the I;x'ae1i Army,
iwould wvisit South Vietnam as

‘which included such light weap-{a - correspondent to cover the
‘ons as rifles, pxstols grenadesiAmerican and  South  Viete

and bazookas.

namese side of the war. s
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